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The f irst  exhibit ion of  Vi lhelm Hammershøi  (1864-1916) in Poland provides
an opportunity for internat ional ,  scholar ly  debate on Hammershøi ,
inspired by one of  the most s igni f icant themes in his work.  The
remarkable inter iors ,  empty or with a lone f igure,  invite ref lect ions on
narrat ive eff ic iency,  complexity  of  palette,  the role of  l ight ,  contemplat ive
mood, and sense of  space,  a l l  of  which interact with,  and inf lect ,  our
understanding of  the composit ion.  Although Hammershøi ’s  inter iors
contain a l imited number of  moti fs ,  a l l  h is  works are character ized by
a s ignif icant iconic-spat ia l  complexity .  These inter iors offer di f ferent
direct ions of  gaze and open up var ious perspect ives.  The tension between
a part ia l  opening of  space and a s imultaneous c losure of  access to i t
def ines the v isual  dramaturgy of  many of  Hammershøi ’s  paint ings.  These
features,  which are further compl icated by intangible qual i t ies of  the
medium – such as surfaces that are at  once substant ia l  and ephemeral  –
chal lenge the v iewer in ways that protract  the moment of  perception.  This
nexus of  the l i teral  and the impl ied,  of  presence and absence,  suggest
certain key quest ions.  

Among the most important of  these are the nature of  a f igure ’s  presence
and the relat ionship of  that f igure to surroundings that feature a modest ,
but often meaningful ,  select ion of  moti fs :  windows,  doors,  pictures in
frames,  furniture,  mirrors,  etc.  Furthermore,  a s i tuat ion in which the
inter ior is  as much a sphere of  int imacy for the character as a l imitat ion
upon i t  may provoke a mult i level  analysis  that takes into account,  for
example,  the discrete narrat ive potent ia l  of  a scene.

One of  the key issues in Hammershøi ’s  art ,  namely the relat ionship
between f igure and place,  is  among the essentia l  themes of  modern art .
As a result ,  Hammershøi ’s  works are included in a very wide array of
art ist ic  and histor ical  phenomena across var ious geographies.  That is  why
we aim to examine painter ly  comparisons with a broad range of  histor ical
and geographical  references,  and to ref lect  on the inter ior theme in 
a wide perspect ive:  one that includes,  but is  not l imited to,  the aesthet ics
of  reception,  the hermeneutics of  the image or intertextual i ty .
Hammershøi ’s  art  a lso encourages quest ions about the image-viewer
relat ionship,  sel f -ref lect ive moti fs ,  as wel l  as the tension between v is ible
and invis ible ,  and the relat ionship between photography and paint ing.

On the one hand,  we aim to examine issues that def ine Hammershøi ’s
painter ly  id iom from various points of  v iew. On the other hand,  we want to
explore references in Hammershøi ’s  works to the art ist ic  tradit ion and art
of  his  t ime,  within Denmark and beyond,  to examine the nature of  his
reception among art ists and writers ,  and to extrapolate from these
analyses an understanding of  how Danish paint ings general ly  interacted
with those of  other,  European art ists .
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